GALILEO GALILEI
Padua is important in the world of scientific research and culture.

Galileo Galilei, a Tuscan scientist, taught mathematics and physics at the University of Padua from 500 years ago. Padova (part of the Venetian republic) was a free university, while other universitieswere controlled by the church. That is why Galilei said that the 18 years in Padua were the best of his life. 
Do you know why he is famous? 

He was a scientist and an astronomoer. He refined the telescope so he could look at the sky, he observed, he did mathematical calculations and he saw that the earth moved.  – the church at that time said that the earth was the centre of the universe and the sun and the planets turned around it. The church was very angry because this meant that the idea of the earth in the centre, heaven above and hell below was not true, so Galilei was condmned for heresy. At that time, people who disagreed with the church were burnt, so to save his life Galilei ABJURED, which means that he said that his theory was not true. 
DONATELLO
What impression does this big bronze statue give you? Who is this person? Why is he on a horse? What message does the statue want to give? 
Erasmo represents a human example of strength of character.
He was a leader of the Venetian Republic 600 years ago, a military commander leading the Venetian troops against Milan. 
Inside the church, on the altar, you can see the most important bronze statues by Donatello. They are four important saints. 
